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After nearly 50 years, on December 15, 2008 the normalization of the exchange of mail between
China and Taiwan (Republic of China) has taken place. There have been many articles written on
various aspects of the opening of the first exchanges in 1988. However, very little has been written
in English, so perhaps our notes on this very interesting period of postal history will be of some
interest..
In late 1949 two large areas still controlled by the Republic of China (Nationalist forces) were the
area around Chengdu, Szechwan Province and the island of Hainan. Fig. 1 is an interesting cover
dated October 10, 1949 to Taipei. You will note the Szechwan silver yuan stamps which were in
use at the time. At this time, all the mail to Taiwan were transported by military aircraft. How
long it took the letter to arrive in Taipei is unknown. However, no receiving cancel was applied.
You will notice the chop on the back of the cover dated February 10, 1950, fig. 1a. This cancel is
a censored (mail inspected) cancel. The cover could very well have arrived in Taipei much earlier,
but was held for inspection. In this case where the letter had been in the possession of the military
for a long time, the post office did not apply a receiving postmark when it was turned over to them
for delivery. It is safe to assume the letter was delivered within 1-2 days of the cancel. The
military forces on Hainan Island were evacuated to Kinmen in April 20, 1950. The island finally
fell to the communist forces on May 1, 1950. With the exception of a few small offshore islands,
the communist take over of the mainland was complete.
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During the 1950 to early 1953 period, very few letters were forwarded to Taiwan through Hong
Kong. They are very scarce, with probably less than 40 known for this period. Fig. 2 is an
example of a letter that was mailed from Kiangyin, Kiangsu Province to Hong Kong on July 27,
1950. It was then rerouted to Taiwan, no back stamp being applied by Hong Kong. The cover has
a receiving censored cancel of July 21, 1950, fig.. 2a. The censors kept the letter until it was
turned over to the Taipei post office for delivery on January 2, 1951 fig. 2b.
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At this point it might be best to explain the censored cancels, or other postal markings. These
were applied to mail to indicate inspection of the letter. This may only entail recording mail
received by a certain addressee, or inspection to determine if bank notes other items of monetary
value are enclosed. The normal process after 1953 was that a letter was received by the post office
(usually from or to overseas). A back stamp was applied to indicate date of receipt. Based on the
criteria for inspection, the letter would then be send to the inspection service involved (there were
many agencies that had an interest at this time). When turned over to the censor agency, it was
stamped out and had to be returned the same date. If further inspection, perhaps by other
agencies were involved, they it would be stamped out to them. It was tightly controlled to assure
return of the letter for delivery. One of the specialists on the censor cancels of Taiwan is Chung
Huo-Sheng. He published a set of two books, The Censor Daters In Taiwan Area (1949-1988) in
2003. Hundreds of known cancels are listed. Sometime in the future we will discuss this area of
collecting.

A second cover, fig. 3 is a cover from Chekiang Province mailed to Taipei on June 5, 1950, with a
very unclear receiving cancel of June 25, 1950. Fig. 3a is the back with stamps.
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From 1953 on, the only mail I am aware of was that redirected from China. Perhaps there were
also mail sent to Taiwan that was re-routed to China. I have not seen any of these items. Fig. 4 is a
cover that was mailed from Tunis, Tunisia to Tainan, Taiwan. The bottom of the address reads
Republic of China , this was marked out. It was sent to the People s Republic of China in error
and rerouted. A rubber stamp was applied, with the middle inscription reading Taiwan Province .
The top two lines were marked out. No doubt the bottom line was the People s Republic of China,
and the top probably Reroute to or something similar. On the back is the receiving cancel dated
January 20, 1977, Fig 4a. Fig. 4b is a close up of the chop.
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Fig. 5 is a cover addressed to Kaohsiung, Taiwan, Rep. of China, and mailed on August 6, 1991.
The chop on the front was applied by the Taiwan post office to indicate it was miss routed to
another country and returned to Taiwan. Probably China. Fig. 5a is a close up of the chop. It was
received in Taiwan on 21 August.
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Fig. 6 is a cover mailed from the U.S. to Hsinying, Taiwan, fig. 6 It has a chop applied by the
Taiwan Post office, dated Nov 13, 1996. It reads This article was miss routed to another country.
Re-sent by third country to us. Postal Service Dept . No receiving cancel applied, only the chop.
Fig 6 a close up of the chop.
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On July 15, 1987, the Taiwan authorities lifted the curfew whereby it was possible for people on
both sides of the straits to travel and communicate. However, no provision was made for the
transfer of mail. Effective April 18, 1988 the Taiwan announced the opening of mail to mainland
China through the Red Cross in Hong Kong.
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A special Taipei post office box 50000 was rented by the Taiwan Red Cross to be used to receive
the mail destined for mainland China. The rules were very specific. Two special envelopes were
purchased from the post office. The outer envelope, fig. 7 had pre-printed the Box 50000 address,
The sender was to enclose the actual envelope for mailing, fig. 8 The enclosed envelope had to be
addressed with the name and address of the recipient in China, no return address was to be placed
on the envelope, instead it was to be placed on the inside. A total of 10 NT$ in unused stamps was
to be enclosed to cover the postage.(the actual postage was HK$2.10 for ordinary mail to China, or
about 7.72 NT$. The Taiwan Red Cross retained the approximately 2.28NT$ to pay part of their
expenses. The Taiwan Post Office did not retain any of the funds. The enclosed letter was removed
and forwarded daily by ordinary mail to the Hong Kong Red Cross at the GPO, Box 2120 in Hong

Kong. There, a Hong Kong postage paid chop was affixed and the letter turned over to the post
office for transmittal to China. As can be seen there were very specific requirements for mailing.
Many of the letters did not comply, i.e. no stamps enclosed as payment, return address written on
the envelope to be mailed, failure to enclose letter etc. They had to be returned for correction. Fig.
9 is such a returned cover, this time for insufficient postage. It has the vertical line of 7 characters
which reads postage due already paid, please re-mail . Had it been re-mailed, another used
example would have been lost. Used copies are scarce since all of those received by the post office
were destroyed To date, 6 different types of the mother envelope have been identified, and two
of the enclosed one.
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This method of course was unsatisfactory for the public and a burden to the post office. What
started out as a few hundred a day became many thousands. The initial staff of one regular postal
worker to act as an advisor and 5 volunteer high school students. Before very long it became over
20 full time people. Only Sunday was a day off! All of the workers were arranged for and paid by
the Red Cross. The use of the box was finally terminated in early June 1989, when ordinary letters
could be mailed direct (the post office still routed them through Hong Kong). Fig. 10 is that of a
first day cover dated June 10, 1989 of the opening of mail service with China. Fig. 10a is the
receiving cancel in Qingdao, Shandung Province of July 18, 1989. A very long time of which I
have no explanation. Please note the obliterating bars on the Taiwan stamps, we will discuss these
next.
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Now we come to the rather interesting part of the mail exchange in the late 1980s. The first stage
consisted of an obliterator being applied by Taiwan as in fig. 11 to a cover mailed June 13, 1988.
As you can see, it was primarily used to obliterate the China mailing cancel. It has done such a
good job, that in more than 25% of the covers seen, it is impossible to determine the date of
mailing. In addition, they took markers and obliterated the country name. This started about
March 1988 and continued to about December.
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Fig. 12 is a stamp that was found offensive since it showed a communist leader. A black marker
certainly took care of the matter! Fig. 13 and 13a front and back of a postcard in which no effort
was made to mark out the printed name at the bottom of the card, nor the picture. Several of these
have been seen, all unmarked except for the stamp.
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Around November 1988, the use of the round killer chop was discontinued, but as seen in fig. 14,
the practice of still marking out the stamp markings still continued. This cover is dated November
27, 1988. This practice continued until at least October of 1989. Fig. 15 is an example of where
the English P of PR China has been marked out. It is amazing that even there are examples

where the People s Post has been marked out on the back of the cover. Fig. 16 is such an
example.
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During this period, only ordinary mail was accepted, however fig. 17 is of a cover mailed Dec 30,
1989 that had the registered label pealed off and marked out. Probably by the originating post
office, or perhaps during transmittal by another post office. However, there was much confusion at
this time
Fig. 17.
Due to Taiwan marking out the name of the country on their stamps, some post offices in China
also retaliated. Fig. 18 is such an example from Qingdao in Shandung Province. Dated Nov 15,
1989.
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Another area of special interest is the postage paid chop for mail destined to Taiwan, and applied
by at least 17 post offices. Figure 19 is such a chop from Nanjing dated March 12, 1991. These
chops are not common and in some cases rather scarce.
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With mail coming in from Taiwan at a high volume, China was still able to check publications to
assure that anti-government or any articles not considered acceptable were confiscated. One would
surmise that the magazine, newspaper etc. would just be confiscated and that was the end.
However, fig. 20 is a receipt for a confiscated magazine, in this case Postal Service Today. This is
the official magazine of the Taiwan postal service, sold at all post offices in Taiwan. The receipt
states that the magazine was confiscated on August 1, 1991 for having anti-government articles.
The receipt is then forwarded to the addressee of the magazine so that they would know the
magazine would not be delivered. In this case Qingdao, Shandung Province.
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Until 1993 the exchange of mail was restricted to ordinary letters only. On June 1, 1993 the
exchange of registered mail commended. See fig. 21 of a cover with the first day cancel of the new
service.
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As a further move to normalize relations between China and Taiwan, on July 1, 2008 direct flights
were permitted. These flights were scheduled once per week on 7 specific routes.. See fig. 22 of a
chart that was posted to a government website.
1, Beijing to Taoyuan International Airport (Chiang Kai-Shek International Airport)
2. Shanghai to Taoyuan International Airport
3. Beijing, Nanjing, Shanghai to Taipei International Airport (Sungshan Airport)
4. Shamen (Amoy) to Taichung (since Taichung did not previously . have an airport to handle jet
aircraft, CCK Airbase (Chen Chun Kang) is now used as the Taichung International Airport.
5. Shamen to Makang Island.
6. Quizhou (Canton) to Hualien
7. Quizhou to Kaohsiung
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The flights are considered direct , however you will note that ALL flights had to touch the Hong
Kong ADZ (Air Directional Zone), the air traffic control. They could then proceed to their
destination. This requirement was considered necessary by the Taiwan Defense Command to
assure security from illegal entry of Taiwan air space. Mail was not carried on these flights, but
still had to be routed through Hong Kong as usual.
On December 15, 2008, direct flights with mainland China and Taiwan were inaugurated. Also the
exchange of all mail, i.e. insured mail, registered mail and parcels. Mail will be sent direct to
China, not through Hong Kong. This is the first time since 1949 we have the normalization of the
exchange of mail! To commemorate this historic event, Taiwan Post Co., Ltd. Issued a
commemorative envelope, Fig. 23 and special ATM label Fig. 24 to mark this event.
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This is perhaps one of the most interesting area of modern postal history to collect. Many of the
items are still readily available, however this may not be the case too long. If you have an interest
in this period, I suggest you start now - it will never be easier!

